
TIPS FOR SURVIVING IN GERMANY 
 
TRAVEL  

 Carry-ons may only weigh 40 lbs. or 18kg (that is the total weight allowed for your carry on and 
“personal item” – purse, pillow, etc. combined).  Your carry-on may not exceed 45 inches when you 
total length plus width plus height and must not exceed the dimensions of 22"x14"x9".  

 Your 1 checked bag may weigh no more than 50 lbs. or 22 kg. Suitcases may not exceed 62 inches 
when you total length plus width plus height. For each additional or overweight bag that you check, 
there will be additional fees.  

 Be sure to put the following items in your carry-on: any valuables (jewelry, cameras, et cetera), at least 
one change of clothes (should your luggage get lost), and your ticket and passport.  

 Be sure to put the following items in your checked bag: nail file, clippers, razors, scissors, pocket 
knives, and any other objects that could be used as a weapon as well as any liquids over 3 oz.  

  
DINING  

 If you want tap water, you must ask for “Leitungswasser” (otherwise, you will get mineral water).  

 People will know you are American by the way you hold your utensils. Germans hold their fork in the 
left and they hold the knife in the right. They usually don’t put the knife down until they are finished 
eating.  

 On pizzas, ask for “Salami” if you want pepperoni. “Peperoni” or “Paprika” are peppers.  

 You must pay for drink refills. 

 Milk is sometimes served warm.  

 When ordering in a restaurant, if there is a number next to the item you want, just say the number.  

 The “Menü” is a full meal, including salad, entrée, and dessert. “Die Speisekarte, bitte” is asking for a 
menu that you would choose from.  

 “Die Rechnung, bitte!” or “Zahlen, bitte!” will get you the check at a restaurant. 

 If dining at a nicer restaurant, they will not know you are finished eating unless your plate is clean or 
you place your utensils parallel to each other and on/to the side of your plate.  

 
SCHOOL 

 “Hitzefrei” is when you get out of school early because it’s hot.  

 At the Dingolfing Gymnasium, the parking lot and fountain are the back of school; the front is where the 
bike racks are. 

 The “Erdgeschoss” is the ground floor. The “1st floor” is the second floor to us.  
 
CONVERSIONS 

 Temperature (Celsius  Fahrenheit): F = (1.8 x C) + 32  

 The high summer temperature in Germany can range 
anywhere from the upper 50s to lower 90s, Fahrenheit. 

 Distance: One mile is about 1.6 kilometers.  

 Weight: One kilogram is about 2.2 pounds; one “Pfund” (pfd) 
is 1.1 pounds; one “Gramm” is about 0.035 ounces. 

 Volume: One Gallon equals 3.78 liters. 

 When paying by credit card, always pay in local currency (do 
NOT accept the offer to pay in USD, if given the option). 



STAYING IN TOUCH 

 If possible, use e-mail (time difference) or Skype (free) to stay in contact. 

 Be sure to check with your home or cell phone provider to see what packages they offer. 

 To call Germany from the USA, simply dial 011 + 49 + (City Code) + (Number). For Dingolfing, the city 
code is 08731, but DO NOT dial the "0" when calling from the US. Also, don't call direct unless you 
want to spend a lot of money - use a calling card or an international dialing number instead!  

 To call the USA from Germany, simply dial 001 + (Area Code 513) + (Number). Once again, though, it 
is often cheaper to use a calling card or an international dialing number! 

 If you want to use prepaid phone cards, buy them at the post office in Germany (cards that you buy 
here don’t always work in Germany). 

 
GENERAL 

 Americans tend to be louder than Germans; remember, in Germany, you are the one who needs to 
adapt! 

 Most windows open two ways: turn the handle up, the window opens from the top; turn the handle 
down, it swings open like a door (when it’s straight across, it is locked). 

 “Drücken” is push; “Ziehen” is pull.  

 The handle/knob on many front doors doesn’t turn. It’s used to push the door open or pull it shut.  

 Many Germans would rather speak English than “Hochdeutsch” (proper German); however, they will 
understand German when you speak it and, if you ask politely, they will speak German to you, too.  

 Many refrigerators are hidden: sometimes, they look like cabinets and/or are inside the pantry.  

 Many Hausfrauen will feel bad if you get stuff yourself, so just ask.  

 Many older Germans do not want the windows open on a train, because the draft of wind can 
supposedly be toxic. 

 Be mindful when sharing train compartments with others; do NOT put your feet up on empty seats. 

 More people than you think understand English, so be careful what you say around people.  

 When you are full, say “Ich bin satt,” not “ich bin voll.” 

 “Lecker” means tasty; “lächerlich” means laughable.  

 Be honest: if you say that you like something, mean it, because your host may go and buy/make you a 
lot more of it because you said you liked it.  

 All toilets flush differently: they usually don’t have levers on the side; normally, it is a button on the wall 
or the back of the toilet.  

 Watch out for elevated thresholds to doors – most doors have them.  

 When asking for things in stores, always use “Sie.” 

 If offered “Sonnenschutz,” take it. Many people get sunburn more easily, and you will be outside a lot 
some days. “Sonnenbrand” is sunburn. “Sonnenbräune” is sun tan.  

 A polite way to excuse yourself to the bathroom (if you don’t know where it is) is “Entschuldigung, wo 
ist die Toilette?”, or if you already know where it is, then say “Entschuldigung, ich muss mir die Hände 
waschen.”  

 The number for 911 in Germany is 110 for police, 112 for fire, and 19222 for an ambulance. The 
number 112 is the general emergency number for most of the European Union.  

 When receiving or giving directions, “rechts” is right, “links” is left, and “geradeaus” is straight ahead.  
“Einbahnstraße” means one way street. Also, watch where people point and look for signs.  

 SEX! If you think it’s constantly on the mind of American teenagers, just wait until you get to meet the 
Germans (it’s everywhere, so please be mindful of this, and careful in your decisions). 


